
Gatchina is a part of the World Heritage Site Saint 

Petersburg and Related Groups of Monuments.  

It was first documented in 1499, a village in 

possession of Novgorod the Great, Russia. In 1708, 

Gatchina was given by Peter the Great to his sister 

Natalya Alexeyevna, and after her death, Peter 

founded an Imperial Hospital and Apothecary here. 

In 1765, Catherine the Great bought Gatchina with 

suburban twenty villages, then she granted it to her 

favorite General Count Orlov. Between 1766 and 

1788 Count Orlov built a sombre castle with six 

hundred rooms and laid out an extensive English 

landscape park over 7 square kilometers (2.7 sq mi), with an adjacent zoo and a horse farm. A triumphal arch was 

erected to a design by the architect of Gatchina, Antonio Rinaldi (1771, built 1777-1782), forming a monumental 

entrance, the gift of Catherine The Great to Count Orlov for his efforts during a recent outbreak of plague at 

Moscow. 

The Empress took such a great liking of the Gatchina Palace and park that at Orlov's death in 1783 she bought it 

from his heirs and presented it to her son, the future Emperor Paul I. Paul I was the owner of Gatchina for eighteen 

years. He invested much resources as well as used his experience from his travels around Europe to make 

Gatchina an exemplary town and residence and granted Gatchina the status of the Imperial City - official residence 

of the Russian Emperors. 

Then Emperor Nicholas I was the owner from 1828 to 1855. He made the most significant expansion of the palaces 

and parks, adding the Arsenal Halls to the main palace. The Arsenal Halls served as the summer residence of Tsar 

Nicholas I and his court. In 1851, Tsar Nicholas I opened the monument to his grandfather, Paul I, in front of the 

Gatchina Palace. In 1854 the railroad between St. Petersburg and Gatchina was opened. At that time the city of 

Gatchina's territory was expanded by incorporation of several villages and vicinity. 

Alexander II of Russia used Gatchina Palace as his second residence. He built a hunting village and other additions 

for his Imperial Hunting Crew, and turned the areas south of Gatchina into his retreat, where the Tsar and his 

guests could indulge in living country-style among unspoiled wilderness and woods of north-western Russia. 

Alexander II made updates and renovations in the Main 

Gatchina Palace.  

Alexander III of Russia made Gatchina his prime 

residence, after experiencing a shock and stress of his 

father's assassination and the palace became known as 

'The Citadel of Autocracy' after the Tsar's reactionary 

policies. He lived most of his time in Gatchina Palace. 

During his reign, Alexander III introduced major 

technological modernization in the Gatchina Palace and 

parks, such as electric lights, telephone network, non-

freezing water pipes and modern sewage system. 


